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MELISSA STRINGHAM
Page 1.  Comments in this letter are critical of alternative B.  Attention to this alternative is a function of its designation in the DEIS as the preferred
alternative.  The preferred alternative will change in the FEIS.  The impacts of alternative B are disclosed in the DEIS.  It is the purpose of an EIS to
disclose impacts; identification of impacts is not suitable rationale for changing or removing the alternative from the EIS.
Page 1.  The potential impacts of alternative B in regard to visitor experience and safety are disclosed in the DEIS on pages 203 and 217.  The impacts
on ungulates are disclosed on pages 208-210.  NPS maintains that the plowing of the West Yellowstone to Old Faithful road segments represents a safer
situation than currently exists.  Unregulated use by large numbers of snowmobiles, piloted in many instances by novice riders, and snowcoaches amid
the presence of wildlife is more hazardous than controlled and scheduled mass-transit traffic using trained and experienced drivers.  On road segments
that are less traveled, or less occupied by wildlife, snowmobile use continues in alternative B – this is status quo in terms of visitor experience and
safety.  Impact on scenic viewing and other aspects of visitor experience are discussed on pages 219-221 in the DEIS.
Page 2.  Concerns about how use in the park units might change as a result of alternative B are understandable.  The impacts of redistributed use are
discussed to a degree in the DEIS.  The FEIS will provide a more quantified scenario of how use might change by alternative.
Page 2.  NPS is aware of the positive aspects of snowcoach travel, and agrees that for many people oversnow mass-transit access is a wonderful
experience.
Pages 2-3.  The amount of use and its distribution under alternative B, from West Yellowstone to Old Faithful, would be more easily scheduled and
controlled using mass transit systems.  The DEIS illustrates that there is sufficient capability using such a system to replace the number of visitors who
presently use this route and destination services via snowmobile.
Pages 3-4.  Winter wildlife habitat, and how the alternatives relate to it using trail designations or closures, will be clarified in the FEIS.


